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Giant pandas coming to
Scotland

Why are we doing this?

to help in any way we can. Events such as this emphasise the
importance of keeping pandas in zoos and sanctuaries, where the
future of the species can be ensured.

Shouldn’t pandas be left
in the wild?

We agree that conservation of the pandas’ natural habitat
is important, as is stopping the hunting of pandas, but the
conservation breeding programme is recognised as an important
part of saving the species.

New reserves are being established which is great news, but in
order for this to work for pandas, we also need to have a viable
population with genetically diverse animals, which breed and rear
young in these reserves. The captive population will consist of
animals of this type to be held in these reserves; by doing this, we
can ensure that the population of giant pandas will expand, both
geographically and in numbers at a greater rate than by natural
processes alone.

The research taking place in zoos improves the breeding of
pandas and creates greater understanding on our part. It has great
importance in helping the breeding programme and therefore
sustaining the population in centres such as Wolong, as well as in
the wild.

And if they have cubs?

The pandas will be on loan to us for ten years. Any cubs born
here will go to the Wolong Research Centre.

And the next step?

Although we have signed a Letter of Intent, PANDA
there is still a long way to go before we will know

that giant pandas are definitely coming and when. 6
We are optimistic, however, that this process will &/
be a relatively smooth one. PARTNERSHIP
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