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Our mission  

to inspire and excite 

our visitors with the wonder 

of living animals, and so to 

promote the conservation 

of threatened species 

and habitats.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE

The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland is a registered 
charity (SC 004064).

Visiting China to sign a Letter of 
Intent for the loan to the Society of 
two giant pandas was a memorable 

event for Sean Rowles, Iain Valentine and 
me, and it was made even more so by 
the huge earthquake in Sichuan province 
one week after we returned. The Wolong 
Panda Conservation Centre, which we 
visited, was almost at the epicentre of 
the ‘quake and has been devastated, so 
much so, in fact, that it will be rebuilt 
elsewhere.

This allows us to complete the changes 
in our governance, including a smaller 
Board of Trustees. At this year’s AGM 
three new trustees – Christine Patch, 
Professor Colin Galbraith and Donald 
Emslie joined the Board. Donald was 
elected Chairman of the Board, taking 
over from Henry Elliot who stepped 
down after ten years in the post.

In July we suffered the loss of Marian 
Hart, a committed member and 
volunteer for over 20 years.  Marian 
had a great passion for wildlife, and was 
extremely generous with her time.  Over 
the years she helped with all aspects 
of volunteer duties, was a ‘regular’ for 
most of the summer schools and, more 
recently, she was a valued member 
of the ‘Tuesday Ladies’ helping our 
Membership & Adoption team. She will 
be remembered with great affection.

Our summer weather was decidedly 
mixed.  Our visitor numbers are up on 
last year, in contrast to many other visitor 
attractions in Scotland. This I hope is a 
refl ection of the major investments we 
have made at both the Zoo and HWP. 
Let’s hope a late Indian summer helps 
boost those numbers further.

 

The arrival of giant pandas 

at Edinburgh Zoo will allow 

the Society to be one of only 

eight European & American 

zoos to participate in this 

internationally signifi cant 

conservation project.

The Society was the fi rst foreign 
organisation to send money and 
equipment to help our new colleagues 
at Wolong. Five staff and one panda 
were killed, but the Director, Dr Zhang 
Hemin has done a tremendous job in 
rescuing over 60 pandas in the face of 
overwhelming diffi culties. Read more on 
page 3.

Conservation and research are at 
the heart of this initiative and the arrival 
of giant pandas at Edinburgh Zoo will 
allow the Society to be one of only 
eight European & American zoos to 
participate in this internationally signifi cant 
conservation project. However much 
still needs to be done before the loan is 
agreed. Giant pandas have an iconic status 
in China and they will be seen as a gift of 
political friendship between Chinese and 
UK governments. Not a step to be taken 
lightly by either government.

The Society’s Privy Council has fi nally 
approved our new Charter & Statutes. 
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Giant pandas coming to 
Scotland
As you will have read in David’s letter the Zoo is planning to 

introduce pandas. 

If the project is successful, the Zoo will be only the eighth zoo 

in the west to care for this enigmatic and endangered species. For 

the Society to be considered suitable by the Chinese Government, 

we have to demonstrate that we have the commitment and 

expertise to care for this species. The Society has an excellent 

record for breeding endangered species and a world-renowned 

reputation for providing expert, specialist care for exotic animals. 

The proposal is that the pair of pandas will be on loan to the 

Society for ten years, during which time they will, it is hoped, give 

birth to cubs.

Why are we doing this?
The population of giant pandas in the wild is currently about 

1,500. While this is still far too low, the population is being 

sustained, thanks to research being carried out by certain zoos in 

various countries. 

At the Wolong Research Centre, a reserve for giant pandas in 

the Sichuan province of China, the success rate of their breeding 

programme has improved signifi cantly following various research 

programmes carried out by the zoos. As part of the formal 

agreement to be eventually made with the Chinese Government, 

the Society will collaborate on research projects which benefi t 

conservation in the wild. In addition to sharing research results 

with Chinese conservationists, the Society will also provide 

substantial funding to support conservation projects for giant 

pandas in the wild. 

Shortly after David and Iain returned from China, the Wolong 

Research Centre was hit by the earthquake which struck the 

Sichuan province of China. The Centre was devastated and several 

members of staff lost their lives; the Society was the fi rst zoological 

society to respond to the relief efforts by sending £10,000 and 

satellite communication equipment. The Chinese authorities intend 

to build another breeding centre in Sichuan and we will continue 

to help in any way we can. Events such as this emphasise the 

importance of keeping pandas in zoos and sanctuaries, where the 

future of the species can be ensured.

Shouldn’t pandas be left 
in the wild?  

We agree that conservation of the pandas’ natural habitat 

is important, as is stopping the hunting of pandas, but the 

conservation breeding programme is recognised as an important 

part of saving the species. 

New reserves are being established which is great news, but in 

order for this to work for pandas, we also need to have a viable 

population with genetically diverse animals, which breed and rear 

young in these reserves. The captive population will consist of 

animals of this type to be held in these reserves;  by doing this, we 

can ensure that the population of giant pandas will expand, both 

geographically and in numbers at a greater rate than by natural 

processes alone. 

The research taking place in zoos improves the breeding of 

pandas and creates greater understanding on our part. It has great 

importance in helping the breeding programme and therefore 

sustaining the population in centres such as Wolong, as well as in 

the wild. 

And if they have cubs?
The pandas will be on loan to us for ten years. Any cubs born 

here will go to the Wolong Research Centre. 

And the next step?
Although we have signed a Letter of Intent, 

there is still a long way to go before we will know 

that giant pandas are defi nitely coming and when. 

We are optimistic, however, that this process will 

be a relatively smooth one.

Panda-monium




