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Edinburgh Zoo and the Highland Wildlife Park is a registered charity SC004064.

In April one of our vets carried out 25 
separate operations on 11 bears over 7 
days at a bear sanctuary in Cambodia. 

This summer two male sun bears arrived 
from the sanctuary to take up residence 
in a magnificent new enclosure at the 
heart of the Zoo. It is this link with the 
conservation of and research on animals 
in the wild that we continue to develop 

In the spring issue of “LifeLinks” 
I welcomed the decision by the City 
Council to allow us to develop surplus 
land to fund this development. In 
the absence of public funding – an 
ever-decreasing likelihood in current 
economic conditions – the Society 
needs the support of public and private 
organisations to achieve our ambitious 
goals. The consequences of not 
receiving this support are, I believe, very 
serious for both the Society and the city.

The Society’s conservation projects 
in Scotland continue to go well. The 
Scottish wildcat – or Highland tiger 
as it is becoming known – survey is 
attracting the public’s attention. We 
have also  introduced the fourth family 
of beavers into Knapdale. You can read 
more about the progress of this project 
(pages 12-13).

At the AGM in May we welcomed 
Mr Jeremy Peat on to the Board of the 
Society. His experience at both the BBC 
and Royal Bank of Scotland, together 
with a range of other major Scottish 
institutions, will bring a substantial 
benefit to the Society’s development. 

We look forward to welcoming 
you to both the Zoo and the Highland 
Wildlife Park over the summer months.

and elsewhere in “LifeLinks” we ask you 
to help fund this continuing work (pages 
4-5).

David Windmill
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Similarly, it is how we can best help 
giant pandas in the wild that lies at the 
heart of the Society’s efforts to bring a 
pair of these rare and iconic animals to 
Scotland. In a successful visit to China 
in May we agreed on how the expertise 
of the Society and other Scottish 
research institutions can help tackle the 
genetic, nutritional, immunological and 
reproductive problems that giant pandas, 
both wild and captive, suffer from. A few 
issues remain to be agreed, but we look 
forward to receiving a delegation from 
China in the near future to conclude these 
discussions. 

If we are to bring these giant pandas 
to the Zoo it is essential we have state-
of-the-art facilities for the animals and 
also for the visitors who will come from 
all over the UK to see them. This is part 
of our plans to create a modern and 
attractive zoo for the city of Edinburgh.




